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High Definition 
 
When Bill Johnson founded Audio Research in 1970, he may not have done so with the 
expressed intention of creating a vacuum tube renaissance in the audio world, but that is 
effectively what transpired. Convinced that the big, glowing glass “bottles” simply made more 
pleasurable and true-to-life sound than the little solid state blocks found in virtually all audio 
amplifiers in the late ‘60’s, he committed to designing and manufacturing high quality audio 
components from these devices at a time when that was tantamount to opening a buggy whip 
factory. No one could have predicted back then what would follow, but music lovers have ears 
and the world, gradually, came to embrace Johnson’s credo and recognize Audio Research as 
the leader in vacuum tube components.  
 
Today, they remain atop the world they originated offering a line of vacuum tube, and solid-state 
inspired by vacuum tube, components each offering the famed build quality, attention to detail 
and, most importantly, the sound. Whether the value-oriented SP/VS/VM line, the new multi-
channel configurable 150M or the standard-defining Reference Series, every Audio Research 
component is thoroughly engineered and meticulously assembled to provide years of 
performance without parallel in the world of High Definition sound. It is a real rarity in the world of 
audio when the original creator still represents the state of the art two generations later. Audio 
Research is a shining example. 
 


